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Central Eyropean Correspordent of The Christian Science Monitor

West Germany, faced with
ever increasing coal surpluses,
will attempt to solve this prob-
{em by a restrictive import duty
on coal from abroad—except
from countries within the Eu-
ropean Common Market.

This duty will amount to 20
marks (nearly $5) a ton. But the
severity of this new measure is
somewhat mitigated by an ac-
companying announcement that
some 4,250,000 tons of foreign
coal will be allowed to enter
this country duty free.

The *United States will be
among the hardest hit by this
new development, which is to
operate from Feb, 16 until the
end of 1859, The West German
Parliament must first approve
it, but it is generally assumed it
will do so after the coal debate
Jan, 29,

The (West) German Federal
Republic in various trade agree-
ments, has committed itself o
take 18,600,000 tons of coal from
the United States, 411,000 tons
from Britain, 250,000 tons from
Poland, 18,000 from the Soviet
Union, and 12,000 from Czecho-
slovakia. Contracts for the pres-

{ent year run to about 13,000,000

tons.
Policy Altered
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New quotas are based upon an
verage of 50 per cent of imports
coal from these different
ountries over the period from
950 to 1958, The United States
pow will be allowed to import
free coal to the amount of 3,500,-
P00 tons, and Britain 400,000
ons during the remainder of this
rear.
These new restrictions are a
lefinite departure from the pol-
cy of “Marktwirtschaft,” a free
conomy so much stressed by
Prof. Ludwig Erhard, West Ger-
han Minister of FEconomics.
Dpponents of such a policy
paintain this move is a defeat
for him, Others say that it is the
xception which proves the rule

:4dnd that it is unavoidable in the

qmergency existing in Ruhr coal
thines for the months past.

Discussions Held

Today anyone {raveling
rough  Germany’s greatest
al field sees everywhere stacks
d stacks of unsold- coal. In
ct there are 13,500,000 tons of
il. And there is no way of sell-
ipg them profitably under exist~
g conditions. The Federal Re-
blic’s coal output for 1958,
though less than for the previ-
opis year, amounted to 132,000,-
0p0 tons of hard coal and 90,-
0p0,000 tons of soft coal. This
opviously exceeded the demands
of industry and home consump-

n. - .
The West German coal indug-
, like that in Britain and
er European countries has

| probtems. It is assumed thgt
I elimination of existing surplus
will be made possible by r
strictions on foreign coal, Byt
this could not be done witho
pricr talks with those forei
interests with which bindin|
contracts have been maddq.

interests, between Unit.ed Statg
and Federal Republic diplomati
representatives, ete.

ter and this, increased use o
oil in industry and home
Nothing could be done about th
weather, but there have been at
tempts to reach an understand
ing between coal and oil inter
ests. Protracted negotiations arg
still continuing, but no agree
ment has been reached yet or
average prices for coal and oil
The move toward restrictin
imports of coal under existin
conditions is strongly supported
"by both sides in the coal indus.
try. According to some comd
ments, increasing pressure upon
the government from the mind
ers’ trade union and Social-
Democrats influenced the decid
sion,
Profit Squeeze Faced
This new move does not solv
all the Ruhr coal industry’
problems, Another is unprofite
able pits. Experts estimate there|
are about 36 of these in different
parts of the Ruhr-Rhine area
which must be closed down. But
because of social consequences,
the miners’ trade union hitherto
opposed such a measure.
Miners held a large demon-
stration Jan. 25 with 70,000 at-
tending at Bochum. They de-~
manded a five-day week, “An
economic  Stalingrad on the
Rhine and the Ruhr can only be
prevented by introduction of a
five-day week with full pay ad-
justment,” declared their chair-
man, Heinrich Gutermuth, midst
lloud applause.
The present move to a pro-
hibitive import duty is conside
ered by economic commentators
here dangerous for 3 country
which is so largely dependent on
cheap imports of raw materials
and exports of finished goods.
Also the return to international
emergency clauses in agreements
must appear very strange abroad
from a couniry with such strong
foreign exchange reserves as
the Federal Republic’s,
First reports from abroad also
indicate strong reactions. For
example, the High Authority of
the European Coal and Steel
Community in Luxembourg teels
itself overridden since such a
measure should follow, not pre~
cede, a recommendation from
that authority., Some American
protests are also noted,




